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Purpose

To describe the process and requirements of assessing referrals of child abuse and neglect. The primary
goal of the assessment process is to ensure the safety of the child(ren).

Policy
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The immediate safety of the victim is of paramount importance. The Safety Assessment tool is
completed before deciding to leave a child in the home and before returning a child to the home
during an assessment. The Safety Assessment must be completed on all assessments assigned a
response priority level within 24 hours of face-to-face contact with the alleged victim to guide
decisions such as the following:

A. Whether or not the child(ren) may safely remain in the home;
B. The need for interventions to eliminate the threat of immediate harm; and
C. Whether the child(ren) must be removed from the home or remain in foster care placement.

It is important to keep in mind the difference between safety and risk when completing the safety
assessment. Safety assessments look at the child’s present danger and the interventions currently
needed to protect the child. Throughout the assessment period, and for open cases, whenever
new information becomes available that threatens the safety of the child(ren); a Safety
Assessment is completed immediately upon receipt of the new information. An additional safety
assessment may be necessary upon receipt of an “add info.” Risk assessments look at the
likelihood of future abuse and/or neglect.

The CPSW also must assess for the existence and/or the extent of underlying conditions that co-
occur with the alleged child abuse or neglect, such as domestic violence, substance abuse and
mental health issues



http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/NHTOC/NHTOC-XII-169-C.htm
http://doj.nh.gov/criminal/victim-assistance/documents/dcyf-protocol.pdf

